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Prevention of Overt ldentification

The National School Lunch Act (Act) requires schools to take whatever
measures are necessary to assure that there is no overt identification
of any child eligible for free or reduced price neals by speci al

t okens, announced or published, lists of nanes, or by other neans.

Wil e appropriate nmeasures to prevent overt identification will vary
by school, the success of these nmeasures can only be determ ned by the
degree to which a free or reduced price neal recipient can be
identified. Measures that are successful in one school nay not be
successful in another.

CGenerally, a school which has nmade tickets or tokens readily avail abl e
to all students (i.e.,. free, reduced and full price) at the same tine
and pl ace and has done a reasonable job of announcing ticket/token
availability would have protected free and reduced price students from
overt identification. If, however, such tickets or tokens are coded or
colored in a manner which would overtly identify free and reduced
price recipients, the resultant overt identification would be
unaccept abl e.

A "reasonabl e" job of announcing ticket availability neans that

adverti senments or announcenents are nmade on a regular basis to the
whol e student body and none but the appropriate school officials know
the extent of full price ticket sales. If the ticket/token systemis
not widely used by full price students, it is strongly reconmended

t hat school s consider such options as (1) offering a discount price on
ticket purchases, (2) working with the |ocal parent teacher

organi zation to increase sales or (3) utilizing a different collection
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